Hanson asian medicine 11 (2016) [1] [2] [3] [4] [5] [6] [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] other in Korea over time.3 (Key English-language works are listed in a bibliography at the end of this essay). 4 This double issue of Asian Medicine 11 (1-2) aims to contribute to the broader scholarly conversation while also making the richness of Korean medical studies more easily accessible to a wider audience. We place Korea at the centre of the critical study of East Asian medicine, examining its past and present though nine original English-language contributions from junior and senior scholars: historical and anthropological research articles, translations of primary documents, and field notes. Chronologically, these contributions span the fourteenth century to the present day, delving into diverse topics ranging from Chosǒn gynaecology, court medicine, and unofficial doctors to the impact of government health insurance policies on traditional medicine and transformations of acupuncture practices from within various currents of the East Asian medical tradition itself in the Republic of Korea. The breadth of chronological and topical coverage makes this volume a handy resource for readers seeking to understand major historical trends in the development of medicine in Korea, allowing them to explore important issues, meet key players, and peruse influential medical documents.
Themes Across Time
Although this volume spans a vast period, certain themes also recur in these diverse articles. One overarching theme is that of practitioner identity-what did it mean to be a medical expert, and how did practitioners affirm their expertise in the face of challenges from their clients and competitors? Closely related is the problem of epistemology: what constituted valid medical knowledge, and how was that knowledge created and acquired? This was an issue for early Chosǒn medical experts thinking about the relative status of local knowledge versus Chinese classical teachings, as well as for twentieth-century
